
** Note: This list provides suggestions only and is not exclusive or all-encompassing. There are many good research-based interventions that do not 
appear here, and this list will be updated as interventions are added. 
 

WRITING Intervention Brief Description Source & Full Instructions 

Spelling Cover-Copy-Compare This method of teaching and learning      
spelling words allows the students     
practice at visualizing and producing     
the weekly spelling words through a      
sequence of easy to remember steps.      
This is a reasonable intervention to      
implement on an individual level, as      
self-monitoring is facilitated by    
having the correct spelling of the      
word readily available.  

https://www.msu.edu/course/cep/8
86/Writing/Copy%20Cover%20Com
pare.doc 

 Repeated Review The student practices the reading and 
spelling of words from word families 
that have similar pronunciation and 
shared spelling patterns (rimes). 

http://www.interventioncentral.org/
academic-interventions/writing/spell
ing-repeated-review-spelling-words-s
hared-rime 
 

 Self-Correction with Verbal Cues The student takes a brief spelling 
pre-test, follows a self-guided process 
to check and correct spelling errors 
using verbal cues, and then takes a 
spelling post-test. 

http://www.interventioncentral.org/
academic-interventions/writing/spell
ing-self-correction-verbal-cues 
 

 Peer Tutoring Spelling Game This intervention is based on 
increasing active academic 
responding in the classroom.  This 
strategy targets spelling accuracy by 
combining classwide peer tutoring 
with public posting in a game-like 
format.  In addition to providing 
increased opportunities for each 
student to practice spelling without 
increasing the total amount of time 
set aside for spelling instruction, it 

http://www.letcher.kyschools.us/doc
s/district/depts/18/writing%20inter
ventions%20for%20tier%201-2-3.do
cx 
(page 7) 
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prevents reinforcement of errors 
because peer tutors provide 
immediate feedback for responses. 
Also, because the peer tutoring game 
only takes 15 minutes to complete, in 
can be easily used within the spelling 
period, regardless of how the spelling 
curriculum is arranged. 

 

Grammar/Mechanics COPS Self-Editing C.O.P.S focuses on different aspects of 
writing separately so that students 
can look for errors in various areas as 
they proceed through the editing 
process.  There are two ways to use 
the C.O.P.S strategy. One is to self 
correct as you write using C.O.P.S as a 
checklist. The second way is to use 
C.O.P.S as a final editing checklist of a 
piece before the final draft is written.  

http://www.sd47.bc.ca/school/pie/S
tudents/Documents/COPS%20Editin
g%20Strategy.pdf 
 

 Proofreading with “SCOPE”  This intervention offers students a 
mnemonic device for remembering 
the steps involved in thorough 
proofreading.  

http://www.letcher.kyschools.us/doc
s/district/depts/18/writing%20inter
ventions%20for%20tier%201-2-3.do
cx 
(page 5) 

 

Sentence Writing Sentence Combining  In this approach, students are 
presented with kernel sentences and 
given explicit instruction in how to 
weld these kernel sentences into 
more diverse sentence types either by 
using connecting words to combine 
multiple sentences into one or by 
isolating key information from an 
otherwise superfluous sentence and 
embedding that important 
information into the base sentence. 

http://www.interventioncentral.org/
sites/default/files/pdfs/pdfs_interve
ntions/wright_sentence_combining.p
df 
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Paragraph Writing Susie Can Write! The purpose of this intervention is to 
help a beginning writer increase his 
or her writing fluency and to provide 
a model for correct sentence 
construction.  A benefit of this 
intervention is that it allows students 
to experience writing success while 
building their skills.  

https://www.msu.edu/course/cep/8
86/Writing/Susie%20Can%20Write!.
doc 

 Word Count Self-Monitoring The purpose of this intervention is to 
increase word production through 
self-monitoring of word counts. The 
rationale behind this intervention is 
that the more students write, the 
more effect they will become at 
writing, and the idea is that if 
students monitor their amount of 
writing output, they will strive to 
increase that amount. A benefit of 
this intervention is that it improves 
students' motivation for writing. 

https://www.msu.edu/course/cep/8
86/Writing/Increasing%20Writing%
20Productivity%20with%20Self%20
Monitoring.doc 

 Step-by-Step Cartoon Writing This intervention gives beginning or 
reluctant writers experience 
sequencing steps, using transition 
words, and writing a paragraph.  The 
novel format makes the task more 
engaging and relevant.  It also takes 
away the anxiety associated with 
writing and capitalizes on strengths 
in other areas like drawing.  

http://www.letcher.kyschools.us/doc
s/district/depts/18/writing%20inter
ventions%20for%20tier%201-2-3.do
cx 
(page 8) 
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